NITK to launch multi-utility
‘convertible e- scooter series

~ Kevin.Mendonsa
@timesgroup.com

Mangaluru: Continuing its
efforts towards developing a
carbon-neutral campus,
NITK Surathkal will launch
another multi-utility, conver-
tible two-wheeler (electric)
VidhYug 2.2 series, on Thurs-
day evening. This e-scooter
will be the latest model in the
VidhYug2.2 series.

The e-scooter 2.2 has fo-
ur series (1,2,3 and 4) and is
funded by the NITK Surath-
kal Alumni
(Mumbai chapter). Pruth-
viraj U, assistant professor,
department of water reso-
urces and ocean enginee-
ring, said the current pro-

ject series is designed and

developed by the Centre for
System Design(CSD), NITK
Surathkal. The e-scooter
will be put to various uses
around the NITK campus.
Pruthviraj, whoisalsothe
CSD’s E-mobility project he-
ad, explained that VidhYug
9.9.1 e-scooter was designed
for electrical engineers, to
conduct site visits, supervise
ongoing works, and attend to
and resolve an emergency or

Association .

GREEN EFFORT: Two-wheeler
Vidhyug 2.2 series by NITK Surathkal

non-priority-based compla-
ints around campus. The se-
cond edition was designed
for civil engineers, to in-
spect building construction
sites, supervise ongoing ci-
vil works, and attend to and
resolve civil work-related is-
sues. The third series will
help powerhouse technici-
ans to monitor various po-
werhouse-related tasks, at-
tend to emergency issues,
and turn on campus street-
lights, among other things.
Thelatestserieshasbeen
designed for pump opera-
tors to operate the pump at
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appropriate hours, perform
gate valuation works, moni-
tor overhead or sump tanks,
and also to open wells and
pump wells. “This bike can
accommodate a ladder, that |
comes in handy during the

work,"” said Pruthviraj. :

The bike’s features in-
clude a 72V 25Ah lithium-
ion battery, powering a
1,000W BLDC hub motor, a
range of 60km, a top-speed
of 556kmph, and gradability
of 12 degrees. It comes with
a telescopic front suspen-
sion, a mono-shock rear su-
spension, swappable seat/
storage, and a multi- ut111ty
carrier.

The team behind the pro-
jectareK'V Gangadharan, co-
ordinator, CSD, department
of mechanical engineering,
NITK Surathkal; Mohit P Ta-
hiliani, IoT integrator, and
assistant professor, compu-
ter science and engineering,
NITK Surathkal, and Prasad

Krishna, director, NITK Su-

rathkal. Other team mem-

‘bers are Rajath C Kotekar,

Stevan Lloyd, Rakshith Koti-
an, Thomas Alvin, Karthik
Shetty, Sushan K, Dheeraj G
K, and Shubhadeep.
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