" We are well-connected but
~isolated in Al age: l1Sc dir
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Mangaluru: with the ad-
vent of artificial intelligen-
. exceedingly well-

ce, we al
connected with the world:
nevertheless, paradnxically.

we are experiencing profo-
| und isolation, said Govin-
| dan Rangarajan, director,
| Indian Institute of Science,
| Bengaluru. He was addres-
sing the 22nd Convocation
Ceremony (morning ses-
| sion)of the National Institu-
| teof Technology Karnataka
‘ Surathkal, on Saturday.
Inhisaddress, hefocussed
| on artificial intelligence and
| its influence, which has gai-
| ned paramount importance
-in contemporary times. After
| elaborating on the advanta-
geous aspects of Al he dis-
cussed how this technology is
affecting the social dynamics
of individuals.

“We all are connected to
the world with smartphones
but have forfeited our capabi-
lity to interaet with our fri-
ends and families offline.
This is a substantial ramifi-
cation of technology and Al
Social media and algorithms
fabricate an illusion of con-

" nectivity, whilst research in-
dicates escalating solitude.
Families frequently gather
yet engage with devices rat-

her than each other,” he said.

“Secondly, AT has influen-
ced one's perception of truth.
Wemayreverttobelievingso-
lely what we personally wit-
ness. However, with the proli-
feration of deepfake, Al mi-
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mic, and others, thisnotionis
disputable now. Almimiccan
deceive a person into belie-
ving they are conversing
with their distressed child
over the phone. But the ac-
tuality differs. Even empat-
hy, traditionally a human
characteristic, canberepli-
cated by AI trained on hu-
man experiences. Rangara-
jan added that studies de-
monstrate ~ Al-generated
messages being perceived

as more empathetic than'

doctors’ empathetic messa-
gestopatients,” hesaid.
“The counsel is to cherish
human relationships, susta-
in di family ctiom
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| Prerit Sharma from the department of

| mechanical engineering secured four
gold medals in MTech manufacturing
I engineering course

beyond social media, and cul-
tivate creativity and critical
thinking. These competenci-
eswilldistinguishhumansin
an Al-dominant world,” he
told the young graduands.
Highlighting positive out-
comesof Al hesaidthatitga-
ined widespread attention af-
ter ChatGPT's introduction,
approximately two years ago.
“Some experts consider it
as revolutionary as the disco-
very of fire in human history.
There is a tendency to overs-
_tate technology’s immediate
effects whilst underestima-

. ting its long-term influence.

Al will significantly influen-
ce our activities. Al's influen-
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ceextends tolaboratory auto-
mation in Liverpool, potenti-
ally affecting chemistry stu-
dents’ traditional roles.
Similarly;, Al impacts coding,
particularly entry-level pro-
gramming, offering faster,
more cost-effective solu-
tions than human program-
mers,” hesaid.

Hence, he asked the gra-
duates toshift focus towards
these abilities rather than
basic coding. “Even chip de-
sign, with its countless con-
figurations, now benefits

from AI's superior capabili-
ties in component place-
ment and operational de-
sign,”headded.
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